Progress report for the SNAP project ”Respiratory and cardiovascular effects of diesel exhaust in COPD”

Description: With the epidemiological background of adverse health effects associated with particulate matter pollution levels noted in individuals with preexisting cardiovascular and respiratory disease, an experimental study was set up to evaluate how elderly citizens with COPD respond to the common particulate matter pollution from diesel engine exhaust.

The scientific objectives were to study the diesel exhaust effects in COPD and elderly healthy control subjects in terms of pulmonary function changes, cardiovascular effects, inflammatory, respiratory and systemic effects, as well as differences and similarities in response between individuals with COPD and aged matched, elderly, healthy controlled subjects. Further more we set out to determine mechanistic pathways whereby elderly susceptible individuals would experience adverse health effects as identified in epidemiological studies.

Project leader and other participants: Thomas Sandström, Professor, together with staff and colleagues at the Department of Respiratory Medicine and Allergy, University Hospital Umeå.

Projektets status: In february 2003 all 15 healthy elderly control subjects advented the study as well as 13  individuals with COPD. Two additional subjects remained to include in the study.

Time plan: The study exactly follows the time schedule.

Ecomomy plan: The study follows the research plan.

Information plan: Detailed information will be given when the study has reached it´s conclusion, and data can be presented.

